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What is Mobile Learning?

Mobile Learning is online learning with mobile devices.

What'’s different about Mobile Learning?

Learning is embedded in the environment within which the person is living
The student frequently chooses when and where they want to work on
their learning activities

The locus of control for the learning shifts from the instructor and
institution to the student and their own devices

The institution has to deliver its educational services across delivery
platforms and devices

What Are The Different Ways That Mobile Apps Support

Mobile Learning?

Presentation of information: The app typically provides programmed
multimedia information through browse or search types of learner
requests.

Programmed Interactions and transactions: The app encodes more
complex learner responses within tutorials, simulations, drill and practices,
and other types of inquire-based or problem-based application.

Human Interactions: The app can manage the synchronous and/or
asynchronous communications between people via video, audio, text, and
tactile/kinesthetic media.



What Are The Different Types of Software Designs of Apps?

e Web Browser Apps: The icon for the app launches a web-browser that

displays the webpage(s). The webpages may or may not include software
code that will adjust the rendering of the webpage so it is sensitive to the
rendering device. On the iPad, any website can be made into an app by
simple “adding to home”; the iPad creates an icon based on a thumbnail
image of the website.

Mobile Device Apps: The icon for the app launches a specially designed
software application that is specially designed for mobile devices and the
user-interfaces are optimized for mobile devices. These apps may or may
not require an internet connection to deliver its services.

What Services Are Needed For Your Faculty to Successfully

Implement Mobile Learning Strategies In Their Courses?

Faculty benefit from easy and reliable services:

To find the high quality, educationally sound apps that align with their
student learning objectives.

To find colleagues who have developed expertise in mobile learning and
who would be willing to share their expertise.

To learn about the different pedagogical strategies and support services
that enable successful use of mobile learning.

To participate in communities of faculty and staff putting mobile learning
strategies into practice.

To publish their specific teaching strategies, observations, advice, and
evaluation of impacts on student learning.



Finding quality learning materials for mobile devices

e www.merlot.org is an “OER App Store” for web browser and mobile device

apps that provides faculty a large collection of peer-reviewed, online
educational resources.

CREATING an iPad “LEARNING APP” from a website you find in MERLOT

1. Type www.merlot.org in your browser

2. Browse or search through MERLOT to find a learning material you would like to make a
“learning app” that would be displayed on your iPad like other apps.

3. Touch the icon that’s right next to the Browser’s textbox at the top of your screen.

4. Touch “Add to Home Screen” and your iPad will create an app icon on your iPad for the

MERLOT learning material or webpage within MERLOT.org.
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Quick Sharing of Mobile Apps with QR Codes in MERLOT

All materials in MERLOT have a QR code. Once you find a learning material you
want to share, simply scan the QR code and your mobile device will show you the

website.
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photographs of researchers and their labs.
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Advanced Search for Materials Desighed For Mobile Devices:

MERLOT has added “TYPE OF DELIVERY PLATFORM” to the information (metadata
on Smart Phones, Tablets, LMS’s) we collect in the MERLOT library related to the
learning materials.

o Go to http://www.merlot.org/merlot/advSearchMaterials.htm and

choose the Smart Phone or Tablet that you are using as well as select
the subject area of interest. MERLOT will provide you the list of
materials that meet your criteria.
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Finding colleagues with expertise in mobile learning

e Search for Members with Expertise in Mobile Learning MERLOT
has over 100,000 register members within its community and a number of
our members have declared their expertise in mobile learning.

o Go to http://www.merlot.org and type in mobile+learning in the
search box at the top right hand corner of the webpage AND select
“members from the drop-down menu (under materials).
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Personalize Your MERLOT Mobile Learning Library

When you become a member of MERLOT (It’s Free and Easy),

e You can create your own personal collection of resources about mobile
learning and mobile apps.

e You can add your personal comments and evaluations of the mobile apps
and resources to the MERLOT collection.

e You can add descriptions of how you are using the mobile apps or
resources in teaching with MERLOT’s online Learning Exercise form.

Become a MERLOT member at
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/join.htm
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Help Build the Mobile App Collection in MERLOT

MERLOT guides you through a step by step process for cataloging mobile apps
that are useful in teaching and learning.

1. Login/Join—IT’s FREE

2. Fill in the form for contributing a material — start at the home page.
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Focusing on Mobile Learning:

Institutional Strategies, Faculty Development Strategies,

Other Resources, and Mobile Apps

MERLOT has a “Mobile Learning Portal” http://mobilelearning.merlot.org that

provides you a focused collection of resources on

1. Institutional strategies for implementing mobile learning

2. Faculty development strategies for supporting the adoption of mobile
learning pedagogies and tools

3. Finding mobile apps for use in teaching different disciplines that work on
tablets and smart phones
Other organizations and websites that focus on mobile learning

5. Showecasing an institution that is implementing mobile learning

You can find the Mobile Learning Portal on the Communities Page on www.merlot.org
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The Mobile Learning Portal makes it easy for you to:
1. Find mobile apps for teaching different disciplines
Find materials about mobile learning strategies
Find people who have special interests in mobile learning
Contribute mobile apps to the MERLOT library
Contribute materials about mobile learning to the MERLOT library
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e Review strategies for using MERLOT’s tools and services to support your
Mobile Learning Initiative.

® Check out MERLOT’s mobile apps for iPads, iPhones, Androids, Blackberries
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Developing and Capturing Pedagogical Expertise
for Mobile Learning

MERLQT, in close collaboration with the Tennessee Board of Regents eLearning Initiative, has
developed a MERLOT Content Builder Website that can be used to:
1. Guide faculty in their design of a successful pedagogy and lesson plan for mobile
learning by providing a structured set of questions and guidelines for them to consider
during their instructional design process.

a. Go to Teaching with Mobile Apps website
http://contentbuilder.merlot.org/toolkit/html/snapshot.php?id=8652389290418

8) and follow the guidelines, recommendations, and explore resources.

2. Create a webpage that captures your instructional design for successfully implementing

mobile learning that you can publish within MERLOT.
a. When you are logged into MERLOT, go to “Access Content Builder” on home page

b. Click on “Create Web Page”
HMERLOT Search materials - Sfarch

Mulllmﬂdn mu Hlm!l R s)ul(l
I ad On! advanced search materials | advanced search members | search other libraries

SEEE—
Home Communities Member Directory My Profile

Welcome Gerry Hanley | Log Out | Ha\g

Main Menu

‘| Create Web Page 2 Manage Web Pages (28) My Recently Edited ltems

2/ Manage Websites (4)

o
la

Create Website

5 Create Web Collection =7 Manage Web Collections (0)

c. Choose the “Teaching with Mobile Apps” template
Create New Web Page

Main Menu > Select a Web Page Template
To create a new Web page, click a Web page template title from the list below on the left. To use that template,
click the Select Template button.

Select a Web Page Template Teaching with Mobile Apps

Template: Blank Web Page WAL O
Template: Author's Guidelines for Using . .
MERLOT Material

This template can be used by faculty to a create a Web page
that captures hisfher successful strategies for using a mobile
app in their teaching and their students’ learning. The template

Template: Class Anatomy e
Template: Course Portfolio provides guidelines for authoring the pedagogical content that
should prove very useful for others who would like to adopt the

Template: Course Transformation

Tm \at F'o Sl B R e strategies to teaching with the mobile app and producing
. ——J— successful leaming outcomes with their students.

Template: Teaching with Mobile Apps

This work is licensed under
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d. Use the user-friendly MERLOT Content Builder tools to replace the text, images,

and video in the template with your own content.

i. Add the content to the website by following the guidelines provided

within the template.

A A
< v > Add Box Delete Box Edit Box < >

Add Box

Delete Box Edit Box

Why use this mobile app?

Please use this section to briefly describe what motivated
you to use this mobile app in your teaching and your
students’ learning. For example, you may want to discuss a |
particular learning problem that your students face, or |
difficulty in teaching a particular concept that is hard for
students to visualize

Why "being mobile" leads to better
learning?

Describe why the mobile features of this online resource are |
important for students leaing. s it very important to bring
the learning resource out of the classroom into the

dents’ envi where stud can align their
learning with the environment in which they are living? Is
the flexibility of using the resource at the students’
convenience key? Are the different ways students can use A
the touch screen and interact with the learning resource
more engaging for students learning?

Learning Outcomes and Activities
Be sure this section reflects your experiences and your

|voice. This is a first person story Describe how you use the resource with your students. If it is a part of a larger

assignment, describe the assignment and other resources that are necessary. It is
| limnortant tn exolain how the lrarnina ann alians with the curriculum anals of vour

A
< >
v

Add Box Delete Box Edit Box

Student Reactions to Learning with
Mobile Apps

Describe what your students say or how they responded to
using the mobile app. Their reactions can include
responses to the subject matter as well as the mobility of
the leamning. Feel free to include student quotes. The key
is to try and capture the students’ voices

You can have your students write comments about their
learning with the mobile app in MERLOT.  Students need
to become members of MERLOT (it's free and easy) and
then they can add their own reflections.  You can add the
link to the students’ comments about the mobile app here
Just click on the "Edit Files/Links" button below.

Edit Files/Links

Add Box Delete Box Edit Box
Impact of Use on Teaching and

Learning

e. When you’re ready, publish your webpage (click on “Make Public” link) and then

contribute to MERLOT.

f.  You can also download the webpage so you can store it at a location of our

choice.

WMERLOT

Multimedia Educational Resource
for Learning and Online Teaching

Search

materials

T | Search

advanced search materials | advanced search members | search other libraries

My Web Page

Main Menu > Web Pages > Teaching With Mobile Apps

Teaching With Mobile Apps

Welcome Gerry Hanley | Log Out | @p

b Page Public
Contribute

Created: Apr6. 2012 11:04p
Updated: Apr 6, 2012 11:04p

Preview Edit

Page to MERLOT

This Web page is not part of any websites or Web collections.
License code: _

Meeds full license still. Choose Edit Web Page License to create one.

ember dir profile | about
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3. Share your webpage as a “template” with your colleagues so they can reuse
your designs and content as they create their webpage. Simply click on
the “Give Copy of Web Page”.

ﬁ M E R L O T Search materials ~ [ search

Multimedia Educational Resource

for Learning and Online Teaching advanced search materials | advanced search members | search other libraries
Home Communities Member Directory My Profile AboutUs

My Web Page Welcome Gerry Hanley | Log Out Im

Main Menu > Web Pages > Teaching With Mobile Apps

Teaching With Mobile Apps

Created: Apr &, 2012 11:04p
Updated: Apr 6, 2012 11:04p

Make Web Page Public
Contribute Web Page to MERLOT
Download C
Create

Preview Edit

This Web page is not part of any websites or Web collections.

License code:

Meeds full license still. Choose Edit Web Page License to create one.

home | communities | learning materials | member directory | my profile | about

Content Builder 2.0

us Copyright 1997-2012 MERLOT.

IN SUMMARY: MERLOT provides a variety of tools and services to support your
mobile learning efforts and initiatives.

1. Find resources about mobile learning, mobile apps, and people with
expertise in mobile learning with our search and browsing tools.
Personalize mobile learning resources with our personal collections

3. Contribute your expertise on mobile learning by cataloging mobile apps in
MERLOT and creating webpages on how to use mobile apps in teaching and
learning with MERLOT Content Builder.
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